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   TREES IN HISTORY   
   Judson Scott, Vine & Branch, Inc.

An Argument for the Catalpa!
So impressed was William Henry 

Harrison with the Northern Catalpa 
(Catalpa speciosa) that he became a cham-
pion for its many uses. In 1814, prior 
to becoming the ninth president of the 
United States, General William Henry 
Harrison made a presentation at the Ham-
ilton County Ohio Agricultural Society 
expounding on the catalpa that he had 
fallen so fond of during his residence in 
Vincennes Indiana. 

During that time the Catalpa 
was found growing abundantly 
in the Wabash River bottoms and 
General Harrison had no doubt 
heard many tales from Native 
Americans and pioneers alike, 
about the durability of the tree. 
One such story may have been of a 
fallen catalpa that had been used to 
cross a creek for so many years, that the trunk was worn flat by constant use. Other 
stories about the durability of the wood for canoes abounded and Mr. Harrison 
may have witnessed the longevity of the wood that had been used by the French for 
stockade posts in Vincennes. General Harrison’s affection for the tree was so great 
that he personally distributed seedlings and recommended that the tree be planted 
throughout the Midwest.

That General Harrison was one of the trees earliest students is seen by the fact 
that Thomas Nuttall, in his 1818 Genera of North American Plants, reports that he 
had been informed by “Governor Harrison of the Northwest Territory of the exis-
tence in large quantities of Catalpa”, which Nuttall admits he had yet to see. 

Another note of General Harrison’s interest is made by John Pickney Brown in 
his 1906 book, Practical Arboriculture — How Forests Influence Climate, Control the 
Winds, Prevent Flooding, Sustain National Prosperity where Brown went so far as to 
call William Henry Harrison the “discoverer of the Catalpa speciosa”.

Hopefully these stories give you a better insight into the Northern Catalpa and 
it’s place in history!   a

Trees in History is a series provided by Jud Scott, who is a lover of trees and history. If you need 
help preserving a tree or resolving a tree conflict, Jud can be reached at Vine & Branch, Inc. at  
317-846-1935 or by email at Treeconsultant@aol.com.

Top photo:  
A catalpa’s impressive 
spread. 

Left: Flowers of the 
catalpa tree.
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	 	 Age	 Per	100	 Per	1000

	 Colorado	Blue	Spruce
  8-12" 2-0 40.00 170.00
  12-18" 2-2 110.00 700.00
  18-24" 2-2 125.00 850.00
		 Norway	Spruce
  8-12" 2-0 40.00 170.00
  12-18" 2-1 83.00 550.00
  16-24" 2-2 110.00 700.00
		 Black	Hills	Spruce
  8-14" 2-1 80.00 500.00
  12-18" 2-2 110.00 700.00 

Also	Available
White Spruce, Serbian Spruce, Douglas Fir, 

Concolor Fir, Canaan Fir, Fraser Fir,  
Scotch Pine, White Pine, Austrian Pine,  

Canadian Hemlock

Bare-root	Perennials	&	Deciduous		
Also	Available

Please Call or Write for a Complete List

Movers Shakers&
Submit your news to Donna Sheets at dsheets@inla1.org or by fax at 317-889-3935.

Tom Barrett, owner of Westfield, Indiana-based Green Water Infrastructure, and 
INLA Board Member has been elected to the Board of Directors for the Hoosier En-
vironmental Council (HEC). “I am pleased to be a part of an organization dedicated 
to make Indiana a better place to live and do business.,” said Barrett. “The environ-
mental challenges we need to tackle will inspire others to incorporate such practices 
into their environments and everyday lives.”   a


